[EPIGENETIC FACTORS OF NEUROBIOLOGIC CHANGES IN FETUSES OF PREGNANT WOMEN WITH NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS].
During prenatal development, the fetus is particularly vulnerable to the environmental harmful effects. It has been proved that the placenta is a significant modulator of the intrauterine environment that links maternal and fetal nervous systems. Emerging evidence indicates that epigenetic modifications prior to the birth may have substantial influence on brain development and may exert various neurobehavioral deficits. This review demonstrates association between maternal prenatal distress and depression and fetal long-term neurobiological and behavioral outcomes. Further investigation of the epigenetic dysregulation of fetal neurodevelopment may suggest new mechanisms in the interplay between genes and environment, and provide novel insights in the pathophysiology and prevention of neuropsychiatric disorders.